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By RICHARD DUDMAN 

A "Washington Correspondent of the 
Post-Dispatch 

WASHINGTON. July 17 


. f SECRETARY OF D E F E NS-E 
'Robert S. McNamara has built 'a' 

( "reputation for having a factual an- 
; swer for every question. He will $ 
1 return to Washington in a few days 

[ with some new factual answers on 

i Viet Nam. 

) He hinted at some of the answers before 

j- leaving Wednesday with Ambassador. Hen; 

• ry Cabot Lodge, on his sixt'.a trip to Saigon 

!: -^probable mobilization of reserves, larger 

1 draft calls, extension of enlistments of 
[ men on active duty, and additions this year 
j to the military budget, 
r President Lyndon B. Johnson has al* 

; ready forecast "new and serious decisions" 
l - in the war in Viet Nam, including the 
' I commitment of substantially more Ameri- 
: can fighting men. The President said that 
(/ he would be in a bettor position to decide 

| how many after McNamara and Lodge 

have returned. 

.■ HOW MANY AMERICAN troops will 
take to win the war in Viet Nam? 

An official who has watched the, war ex- 

,pand in the last four years says: ' "McNa- 

! mara's successive answers to that 'ques 
tion have been the story of the buildup oj 
]. Amorican forces in Viet Nam. He said 
12,000 would do it, then 16,000, then 24.00$ 

then to, 000, ar.d now it’s up to 200,000.” 

J,. The buildup now has reached 71,000, witl| 
the announced strength by the end of thi 
. month set at about 63,000. Officials hen 
H and in Saigon have been speaking for sev 
.- eral weeks of a total of several hundrec j 
thousand by the end of the year. ■ - • 

I . McNamara was asked at his press con 
fcrencc Wednesday what method he used t< | 
' decide on increases. Had he estimated fu 

i 

time to time as news of the fighting c&nv 

i - HiiA.it i vd w ■' 


r 


to*. 


iig ' in f' ri i : 

"Well, a little' bit of both, I think. The j 
situation is changing. And as it changes.' 
we mu§t change our plans. At any given# 
time, Wei, assign forces to South Viet Nam:*, 
"in relation to a military plan that has been."!' 
established and approved by the appropri-'. 
ate constitutional authorities. 1 . That plan re« ; 
mains in effect, and we supply forces in 1 
accordance with it until the situation" 
changes^ ■ 

• “Changes in the situation are beyond our'! 
control. What action the North Viet Nam*> 


- H i s - a w awt r ■ it - wo r lit quetin 


ese Will take in accordance With these > 


statements I have just read to you, I can- 1 
'hot predict. ; 

' “ALL I CAN SAY is that at any partial- j 
•la r time we Will have a plan to respond to , 
our best estimate of their actions, and we : 
will modify that plan when we see indica-'i 


tions that they are changing their own', 
plans." f 

McNamara’s explanation put changes in’ 
the war in terms of changes in enemy-! 
plans— increased infiltration from North .- 


'! McNamara's ^position is relatively mod*; 
erate, in tui}6 with his doctrine of “com ,; 


Viet Nam and more aggressive patterns of ; trolled response." He has been quoted as •! 
attack. ' \ saying that retaliation for its. own sake is 

Conversations with many military men { irrational, that it should be selective and 
on the scene a few months ago Indicated* contolled— "an eye for an eye, a tooth 
that other American estimates are being ; f° r a tooth, a Minsk for a Hartford.” 
revised. . ! Other high officials have beert calling for 


There is a growing view that the United 
States has been underestimating the stami- 
na of the Viet Cong and its ability to com- 
mand support in the countryside. 


"an eye for a tooth.” 

The new director of -the Central Intel li- J 


nfl 


gence Agency. William F . Rabom Jr., has _ 
a J re a dy; beco me. known asjone. who presses 
On the other side of the equation, thejipr a nva'gsiye _military response,.... Re. .li. 
view is growing that too much has been j said to have been the first to urge Pres ident 
expected of the South Viet Namese forces Johnson to s end a big forc e to the D omini- 
—•their willingness an-d ability to fight, to/_can Republic. 

learn and to cultivate the support of the A SOURCE FAMILIAR with recent policy ^ 

Viet Namese people. , 4^cussiQns , on Viet Nam quotes Raborn aa J 

An American general, returning home aft- f, advocating "a Rotterdam policy decision on what will be 

„ , . ... ° . . IV:- nr \A A TVimmt ran form rtf* ffi fhfi war. 


j er a tour, of duty in Viet Nam, ridiculed |in the north and a Dominican j: 


hape of the war. 

; in private conversation the performance of j|poIicy > n south.” By tHat, | IT STILL IS a ^>a»Pty 
1 Viet Namese troops at all levels in fighting P^om said that he meant the operation. The United S 
. for thoir countrv saturation bombing of Hanoi and \vdl have only 36,500 coi| 

y i . j, . „ : . , , the dispatch to South Viet Nam, "troops in Viet Nam by the 

i In short, there has been a Spying belief { . many troops as ’of July, compared to more 

by American military men that the. Viet. ^ necessary. 300,000 in Korea at the P c^ 

! Namese are not willing or able to fight ^ CIA and Defense Depart- that war. 

_ their own war effectively and that the ments 5Tav , e j ncrease( j their in- Despite. Rusk’s statement] 
i United Mates must do it for them. fluence in strategy discussions irij Sunday tliat "the idea of sa 

! , In < . 0 "V' ast 1 J o Chat v ‘ e . w ’ Mcfs ® mara bas f TCCent y earSi informed official^ ary is dead" in die Viet Na. 

’ byeo telling Representatives and Senators attribute this develop/ war," . American bombers 

' l ’ at tna Vl( -’ i Namese can Handle the situ- t - ment to a reluctance by Secre-j avoid targets in North Viet 
1 f tl , on y 1 ' h ." a m ° derate i amount t of American j. Rusk to in ; tl - ate policies or] whore Russian or Chinese ti 
, help. He has been advising them to wait ,, take s . tron „ positions. are stationed. House Repub 

, “ n ‘‘ l .J h .? nian y an season w over in Octo- ■ Sidncy w . Souers, who helped; leaders have been urging su 
ber, if the. \ iet ^Cong can be held back until ii ajVjze the CJA and was its to this restriction, 
i then, .there ought to ce an upturn. '• / 'j, first director, steadfastly refused 1 Senator Robert F. Ken 
McNAMARA HAS BEEN a strong advo- t requests from President Harr/ (Dem.), New York, called 
cate of bombing selected targets in North “ - ; r"* j. ff „ this week for a return to 

, Viet Nam in an effort to persuade Hanoi to S Tiniman that he sett ' , countordnsurgcncy progran 

: call off the war in the south. ' " “ ces omo "S cabmet memibas.. ^ d wdor the late Pcc9 

! - But he s is understood to have resisted Souers contended that h j 0 hn F. Kennedy and non 

sysjs ffSisrs- ^ *"■ 


pressure to bomb targets in the -immediate 
Hanoi area. I-t is understood, further, that 


McNamara pressed hard for a "diplomatic 
initiative" to accompany the new bombing 

sions.P Secretary of State Dean Ru$k i» 


"We cannot win 


make policy or Carry St out. -j miKt ' J orc Tj or cun , c; 
The approa'cliing decisions oi\ I .... - . f 


the 


timdng bualdup of iorc« In Vietj , . , .l 


tinuing buildup 


isions" secretary of state uean ttustt » “-■'■-r -- - -- v sa jd in a speech last Msl 

j UndersteBd to havo Qpposqd.the, bfferi aU fa . e _ “ ApSh &&*&*#**" 


speech last Ma 


